Houghton Regis is looking onwards and upwards...with large scale changes planned Houghton Regis Town Council is
committed to ensuring it is in the best position possible to support and enhance our new and emerging community.
Through local knowledge, understanding and community consultation the Council has developed its Plan for the next
4 years: Houghton Regis: Our 2020 Vision.
The Plan has identified things to improve on, the things we see every day that we would like to change, and new
services and facilities that would improve where we live, play and work.
The town council want to see Houghton Regis succeed, thrive and achieve its potential.
This won’t happen overnight and we will need the help and support of strategic partners, local organisations and the
community but we will work hard to achieve it.
This document represents our aspirations over the coming years, the future is challenging but by working together we
will achieve amazing things.
We hope you’ll be able to share our Vision and help make it a reality.
The Plan has 5 overarching Objectives, under which sit a number of more specific outcomes.

1.
2.

A stronger local economy which promotes local businesses.
Face the challenges & maximise the opportunities of growth.

3.

A safer town with a reduced fear of crime.

4.

A more active, engaged & inclusive community.

5.

A strong, efficient & proactive Town Council.

Our 2020 Vision

Objective 1
The Town Council recognises that local people want a stronger local
economy which promotes local businesses.
You told us that you want to:





have more influence over development that happens in the town
and specially the town centre
see a thriving town centre with an improved road layout and better
parking
have improved use of the Bedford Square Community Centre
protect and enhance the historic gems located in the town centre

So from 2016 to 2020 the Town Council will:






promote the town’s shops, encourage more people to visit the town
centre and seek to develop a market
work to secure improvements in the road layout and parking provision
improve the ways in which local people can use the Bedford Square
Community Centre
make grant funding available to protect the town’s historic gems
including All Saints Church and Houghton Hall Park
work with partners to commission a new feature for the town centre
such as a town clock or a band stand

Objective 2

The Town Council knows that it needs to face the challenges and
maximise the opportunities of growth that are already planned.
The Town Council understands that local people want their elected
representatives to:







develop a Neighbourhood Plan which, following a process of
community consultation, involvement and support at a
referendum, will enable local people to shape the future
use of land
influence the significant growth that is affecting the town
improve the existing cemetery and identify new cemetery
provision
provide clear community information about growth
raise the town’s profile

So from 2016 to 2020 the Town Council will:





work proactively to shape and direct local growth
enhance the existing cemetery provision and consider options
for a new site
provide information about the growth that is planned, take part
in consultations and encourage community involvement so that
local voices are heard
publish a Houghton Regis Town Guide, a Welcome Pack for new
residents and a plan showing the areas where development is
happening
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Objective 3

The Town Council understands that local people have a range of
concerns about community safety issues affecting their quality of
life. We are determined that Houghton Regis will become a safer
town with a reduced fear of crime. You told us that you want us to
find ways to:

stop nuisance motorbikes

improve CCTV coverage and lighting

make local environmental improvements

secure visible law enforcement

tackle parking problems, litter, dog waste and graffiti
(known as “enviro-crime”)

stop speeding in Windsor Drive and Park Road North

So from 2016 to 2020 we will:




work with partners to prepare and implement a town wide
Community Safety Strategy which responds to your concerns
find new ways to tackle “enviro-crime” for example by
developing a local ranger type service
assess the speeding issues in Windsor Drive and Park Road
North and, depending on the results, work with partners to
introduce speed reduction measures

Objective 4
The Town Council knows that local people want Houghton Regis to be a place where people can continue to enjoy
active and fulfilled lifestyles and participate in community life. We will support a more active, engaged and
inclusive community. You told us to find ways of:






improving the range of social, recreational and leisure opportunities that are available locally
bringing the community together through town-wide events
improving the accessibility of Houghton Regis
supporting residents associations, community groups and opportunities for young people
improving facilities at key local venues such as the skate park and the
Memorial Hall

So from 2016 to 2020 we will:










review the town’s social, recreational and leisure assets and
facilities to identify what improvements can be made and the
available funding
encourage sports development through training and support for
new clubs
enhance the programme of town-wide events
consider opportunities at Tithe Farm and Windsor Drive
Recreation Grounds
work with service providers of local community transport
develop ways to bridge the gap between those in need and
statutory and/or voluntary organisations who offer solutions such
as a village agent scheme
consider a series of initiatives which will improve opportunities
for local community groups and young people
install lighting and seating at the skate park
work with the Memorial Hall on building improvements
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Objective 5

The Town Council knows that, as an organisation, it will need to
change and adapt so that it can respond to the opportunities and
challenges of growth and achieve local priorities.
To do this we will build a strong, efficient and proactive Town
Council.

So from 2016 to 2020 the Town Council will:











review the Council’s corporate, democratic and
managerial structures
introduce energy efficiency measures
strengthen relationships with key partner organisations
achieve the Local Council Award Scheme (a quality
standard for Town and Parish Councils)
explore the options for future town council premises to
ensure continued fitness for purpose and also making office improvements
look at ways in which the Council’s civic and ceremonial
role / profile can be updated
develop an apprenticeship scheme
improve links with local charities
publicise the Town Plan and the Council’s progress in
achieving the actions
keep the Town Plan under review – to make sure it
remains accurate and effective in guiding the Council’s
direction.

What’s next?
The aspirations of the Plan will be developed and delivered through the Council’s Committees and Sub Committees.
These are all public meetings and you are welcome to come along and participate.

* * * * * * * * * *

If you have any questions about the Town Plan & / or if you would like to get involved in some of the
activities; please speak with your local councillor whose details can be found on our website,
http://www.houghtonregis.org.uk/councillors
or within your copy of the Town Crier.

Houghton Regis Town Council, Peel Street, Houghton Regis, LU5 5EY
Tel: 01582 708 540
Fax:01582 861 102
Website: www.houghtonregis.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/houghtonregistc
Twitter: www.twitter.com/HRCouncil1
Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/houghtonregistc/
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